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LETTER from Mr. WILLIAM BEAUFORD, A. B. 
to the Rev. GEORGE GRAYDON, LL.B. Secretary to the 
Committee of Antiquities^ Royal Iri/h Academy. 

S I R, 

1 HE account which Ptolemy the Egyptian geographer has Read Jan. 
given of the Britifh iflands in general, and of Ireland in par- ' I79 °* 
ticular, has been much controverted, refpe&ing its authen- 
ticity ; fome aiTerting that the names of the places and people 
mentioned by that ancient writer have not the leaft foundation 
in truth, and that no people under fuch denominations ever 
exifted in this ifland ; whilft others on the contrary contend, 
that the fourteen tribes given in his tables, comprehend all the 
nations at that time inhabiting Ireland. Thus circumftanced, 
the fubjeft may be thought not altogether unworthy of farther 
confideration, when we fhall find perhaps neither of the above 
aflertions perfe&Iy juft. 

Ptolemy compofed his fyftem of geography from the MSS. 
in the Alexandrian library, and principally from the works of 
Marinus Tyrius, a navigator under the Romans, who, we may 
reafonably prefume, colle&cd every difcbvery made by the Romans 
on this fubjed, efpecially that relative to the British iflands, 
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from the accounts taken about the year 79 by order of Agri- 
eola, who was the firfl that directed a Roman fleet under 
the command of Demetrius to circumnavigate Great Britain and 
Ireland, (Eufeb. Prasp. Ev. 1. v. c. 17.) From the difcoveries 
made by this fleet, and the information obtained from mer- 
chants trading to thefe iflands, the Romans obtained the firft 
circumftantial account of Ireland. But from thefe accounts there 
is reafon to imagine, that thefe merchants knew no more of its 
internal ftate, than thofe to whom Csefar applied, did of that 
of Britain. (Comment. 24. 19.) They had indeed traded to the 
coafts, landed their wares, and perhaps enquired and obtained 
the name of the diftrid or people with whom they traded ; 
but they made no further difcoveries, the internal parts of the 
country wqre in a manner unknown to them. 

The^ names therefore mentioned by Ptolemy, relate only to a 
few maritime diftri&s. But thefe diftri&s, both in refped to their 
names and fltuation, are far more accurately defcribed than is 
generally imagined. The latitudes and longitudes are indeed wrong, 
probably arifing from the inaccurate inftruments in thofe times 
ufed to take obfervations. The longitude is taken from Ferro, 
one of the Canary Iflands. But w T e will pafs by the geographical 
and aftronomkal errors of our author, and proceed to confider the 
topographical part of his work, which commences thus : 

IOTEPNIAS NHSOT BPETANNIKHS GESIS. 

Ireland thus denominated by Ptolemy Iwspwa, and by Strabo 
lepve, is perfectly agreeable to the indigenous name given to it 
by the natives from the remoteft periods, who always diftinguifhed 

their 
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their country by the denomination of Eirean^ Erin or Ibh Eirean^ 
pronounced Iil^e Ow Erin or Jov Erin, whence the Greeks could 
exprefs the found no otherwife in their language than hpvs or 
louspvm, nor the Romans than by Hiberm'a. Even the Welfti 
call it Vuerdon, and alfo the Anglo-Saxons, according to Alfred in 
Orforius, Ighernia. The Danes were the firft who gave this ifland 
the appellation of Irland or Iraland, or the land of the Ira * but 
which like the others is derived from the indigenous Ibh Erin. 

Hence we may obfcrve the care the ancients took to obtain 
the true names of the countries they difcovcred \ and Ptolemy, 
in the method he has taken in defctibing the coaft, fcems to 
have followed the real trad: of the Roman fleet, which having 
circumnavigated the northern coafts of Britain, fell in with the 
weftern ifles, which are thus defcribed, " Demetrius ait, infularum 
" quae Britanias adjacent, efle multas defertas — quam pauci ad- 
H modum incolerent, fed qui Britannis facri omnes erant, et ab 
" omni direptione injuriaque tuti," (Eufeb. Prsep. Ev. 1. 5. c. 17, 
et Plutarch de Oracul. defed. T. 2* p. 419-) From thence failing 
for Ireland, the firft land they could make would be the northern 
parts of the county of Donegal about the north cape, called 
by Ptolemy Boptw uxpov ptotpug, whence they proceeded eaftward, 
till they came to Fair Head in the county of Antrim^ the utmoft 
ftretch of the northern coaft caft, then returned and coafted along 
the weftern ftiores of the ifland, thence along the fouthern, then 
returning by the eaftern again to Fair Head, crofted the channel 
and ran down the weftern coafts of Britain to the fbuth, and 
finifhed their circumnavigation of both the ifles* 

Ptolomy 
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Ptolemy thus defer ibes the northern eoafb ; 

Apxnwig TrXzvpag 7PBpiypu<p^ r\g VTrepKBtrm ^SlKZ&vog *Yi?Gp(3op&t®*i (Palat. 
addit,) o cevrog KaXeTrou WTryytog 'ilKtapog, km Kpoviog^ $ vexpog* 



Bopewv ccKpov ftoipoig - 
Ovsvvixviqv axpov - - 
QvtSova ttot* ixfioXui 



Lon Lat 



n.oo 



12.50 



61.00 
61,20 



13.00^1.00 



Apy&rcz ttot. IxfioX&t - 
*Vo(3<oy$w catpov 



Lon. f Lat. 



14.30 
16.20 



61.30 
91.30 



Tpog 86v&TQX<%g ^oftoySiou 

Bopzwv eatpov, or the northern promontory, a name which it bears 
to this day, being north cape in the county of Donegal. Ware 
makes it Telen Head, a degree moi*e fouth, which is not at 
all probable. 

'Ovtmicvw aicpov feems to be the Bben nigh nion of the Irifh, pro- 
nounced nearly Vennicnion, being the moft northern head- 
land of Innis Owen, in the county of Donegal, which ftill 
among the natives retains its ancient name. 

'Ovtfova 7?GT. wfioXoti feems to be Lough Foyle, the Loch Faibbml of 
the Irifh* 



ApytTfic 
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'Apytrx wot* ifcjBoAow, or mouth of the White River, moft probably 
the Abhan Ban of the Irifh, the prefent River Ban in the county 
Antrim. Ware makes this Lough Foyle ; and Camden Lough 
Swilly, though Ptolomy places i{ the moft eaftern river on the 
northern coaft. 

'Pofioy&ov ccnpov, as this cape, according to Ptolomy, is the moft 
eaftern point on the northern coaft, it was probably Fair 
Head in the county of Antrim, the Riabhachdagh or fair cape 
of the Irifh. Ware places it in Innis Owen, contrary to the 
afTertion of Ptolemy, 

Jlotpotxovo-t Ss ryv, &c. that is, on the weft of this (that is the coaft) 
dwell the VenicniL The Romans do not appear to have ob- 
tained the name of the inhabitants of this diftridl, but to have 
called them from the neighbouring cape. They were the 
ancient inhabitants of the northern parts of the county of 
Donegal, 

"EiTct e<pe%v}t; kou irpog, &c. that is, the others on the eaft were the 
Robogdii. Here likewife the Romans did not obtain the real 
name of the inhabitants of the northern parts of the county 
of Antrim, but alfo denominated them from their principal 
cape, Robogdii, or the inhabitants of Fair Head. 

Ptolomy having defcribed the northern coaft, proceeds to the 
weftern, being the next, moft probably, difcovered by the Romans, 
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Mbt& to fiop&ov ou&^w 

£<TTM 

Aiftowv <7T&r. zzf3oXdci *- 



Lon. 


Lat. 




Lon, 


Late 






* Au<roj3# kqt. £&(2q\gu - 


10.30 


59-3° 


XI>00 


61.00 












XqVQV 7TQT* BiCfSoXcCk ~* 


9.30 


9>3° 


Il.206l.00 








| 


Aoup ttot. ex(3o\c&i - - 


9.40 


$8*40 


ii. 15 60.15 








r 


lepvou ttqt* $&fio\a,i 


8.00 


58*00 


10,30 


600OO 












Nqtiw kupov - 


7.40 


57-45 



Vaouiov WOT* IxfioXceL Though this river is placed by Ptolemy in 
the fame latitude as the Vennicnium Cape, yet it has a more 
weflem longitude ; and was probably the Abhuln Reabhlangadh 
of the Irifh, the Samarius of Cambrenfis, and Trowis of 
Spencer and Camden ; the prefent mouth of the river Ern ; 
which by the Irifh was frequently denominated the 
bounding or leaping jiver, from the waterfal at Bally- 
fhannoij. 



Nctyv&Tiz ttoX&s Birtcrqpog, that is, the famous city of the Nagnatae. 
It is not certain what city this was, no fuch town being 
mentioned by any of the Irifh writers. By its latitude and 
longitude it ought to be fituated fomewhere in the barony 
of Carbery and county of Sligo. It might be Cnoc na teagb 
or Driiimcliff^ which though at prefent only a defolated vil- 
lage, is faid to have been in former times a large town, and 

in 
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in lubfequent periods, foon after the arrival of St. Patrick, 
an epifcopal fee. 

Ai&uqv wot* IxjSoXa* 7 , that is, the mouth of the river Liboji and the 
Libnii or Limnii of Pal. From the latitude and longitude 
this river feems to be the Cluidh, Claidhean or Cluibhagh of 
the Iriih, the prefent Clew Bay in the county of Mayo. 
Cambrenfis calls it Slichneiurn^ and with Baxter the bay of 
Sligo* Richard of Cirencefter calls it Labius, and Camden 
will have it the River LifFey ; though Ptolemy is abfolutely 
defcribing the weftern coafts. 

s Avcro(3c& wot. htfioXuf. Ware and Baxter make this river Lough 
Corrib in the county of Galway, from whence proceeds the 
River Glavia. It feems to be the Abhfidhe or Abhanfidhe of 
the Irifh, the prefent bay of Galway. 

Xipov ttot. lK$oXcti> latitude 9 30" in moft copies, but there feems 
to be an error in the table, the latitude ought certainly to 
be 59 30', and by Orofius called Sena. It was certainly 
the Seanan of the Irifh, the prefent mouth of the Shannon, 
as given by Baxter and Richard of Cirencefter. 

Aw/5 wot. IxfioXaL Ware and Richard of Cirencefter make this 
river the bay of Dingle, and Camden that of Tralee. It 
was probably the former, but the old Irifh name is loft. 
Dur in old Irifh and Welfh is water* 
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hpvov 7ror t Ik(2oXm. This Is called by Richard of Cirencefter lberus % 
and by Ware is fuppofed to be Kenmare river ; it was evi- 
dently Abhtiin Ihh Earnan of the Irifh, the prefent Bear 
Haven, 

Nonav m%pov or fouthern promontory. The Romans do not appear 
to have obtained the Irifh name of this cape, but have de- 
nominated it from its fituation. It was moil probably the 
Ben Moifaimh Beallen and MulUhhaghagh of the Irifh, the 
prefent Mizen Head, Ware calls it Willen Head^ and Camden 
Bear Head 

Of the people inhabiting the weftern coafl, Ptolemy thua 
fpeaks, beginning where he fet out on the north well. 

*E7t& Avrepoi 
9 ETra Vctyy&voi 
T<p ovg OvzXotfiopQu 

*Eph'voi y in Edit. Pal. they are called 'a uca 'Epirdirupou Ware thinks 
they were the ancient inhabitants of the county of Ferma- 
nagh about Lough Erne* Richard calls them Hardinu They 
were the northern Ernai or Eir Gall of the Irifh, and the 
ancient inhabitants of Eir Dunnagh or Dal Eirnagh, and called 
in the Ulfler annals Dalnarians^ comprehending the counties 
of Donegal^ Fermanagh, Leitrim and Rofcommon. By the 

old 
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old Irifli -poets^ Keating, and other Irifh Hiftorians, they are 
denominated Tuatba dc Danann^ Fir Domnann^ Fir Galeon, 
Nemed and Fir Bolga \ or rather they were feveral tribes^ 
under thefe names, of the Fir Bolga, Some learned men have 
imagined that they were of Gothic and Germanic origin^ 
who fettled in this ifland prior to the Chriftian aera. If fo, 
they might not improbably be fome of the tribes of the 
Balcce^ the ancient inhabitants of the fouthern coafts of the 
Baltic (Mela) extending from Jutland in the weft to the river 
Niemen or Nemed on the call, comprehending a number of 
tribes under various denommations 5 as Vqft Ernal^ the 
Bqftarna of Pliny ; Ira^ the Hirri of Pliny ; the Gyllen of upper 
and lower Saxony ^ who alfo fettled in Norway and Sweden 
under the feveral denominations of Dief Gyllen^ Fingyllen, 
Oejiergylkn and Weftergyllen^ and the Bamna in the Danifh 
Iftes, Wherefore the EpJW of Ptolemy and Ernai of the Irifli 
might be defendants from the Vqft Ertiai and Ira y and who 
were denominated alfo Nanelhones or Nemcdones, from being 
fettled on that river ; and were the Nemed of the Irifli. The 
Gyllen in general were the Fir Galeon of the Irifli. The 
Dieff Gyllen were the Dubh Gals of the Irifli ; the Fingyllen 
the Fin Gals of the Irifli. The Oeftergyllen the Oir Gals 
and the Wejlergyllen the Eir Gals of the Irifli, The Damna 
or Daneft, were the Fir Domnann of the Irifh. (For this com- 
pare Keating and other Irifli hiftorians with Pom. 3Mela ? Pliny, 
Straboj Snorro, Torfeus and other northerns.) Thefe Gothic 
nations arrived in different periods at this ifland, that is 

[H 2] from 
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from three hundred years prior to the Chriftlan a^ra, to the 
clofe of the tenth century* 

Nayvaro/. The Nagnatoe, as obferved before, were the ancient 
inhabitants of the barony of Carbury in the county of 
Sligo. 

*Avr$pot. The Auteri, are fuppofed by Ware, to be the ancient 
inhabitants of the counties of Galway and Rofcommon* 
They were evidently the ancient inhabitants of the Irifh 
Ibb Errus % the prefent barony of Erris in the county of 
Mayo* 

YayyotvoL Ware thinks them the ancient inhabitants of the 
fouthern parts of the county of Galway. The Romans do 
not feem to have obtained the real name of thefe people s 
but, as in other inflances, to have denominated them from 
their principal headland, in Irifh Cean Gibhne^ pronounced 
Kan Ganne, that is Dog's Head, flill retaining its ancient 
name. They were therefore the ancient inhabitants of Con- 
macnemarra in that county* 

OvtXiftopou Edit, of Pal. has omoci *EAA//3p^» Ware thinks them 
the inhabitants of the northern parts of Kerry; but the 
Romans here alfo denominated them from their headland^ 
in Irifh Bed Ibh Eiragh. They were the inhabitants near 
Kerry head. In the neighbourhood of which Orofius places 

the 
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the Lucanos, the ancient inhabitants of Lixnaw in the barony 
of Clanmorris in the county of Kerry. 

The Irifh writers alfo place here the Degadii^ whom they 
call the fouthern ErnaL They are fuppofed to be a colony 
from Spain of the tribe or nation of the Iberiu They are called 
in the poem of the battle of Sliabhmis and in other Irifh poems 
Dias Dhana and Sluagh adhbhal Eajbaine ; and in the Ulfter 
annals equally with the northern Ernai Dalnarians. If therefore 
they were a colony from Spain, they mod probably arrived in 
periods fubfequent to Ptolemy, and fometime in the eighth 
century. For the battle of Sliabhmis, according to the Ulfter 
annals, was fought in the year 775. And being denominated 
Dias Dbana y fouthern foreigners or Danes, in, oppofitian to 
Tuatha de Danann or northern foreigners or Danes in the fame 
poem, and equally Dalnarians, they were moft probably Vandals^ 
who fled from the Saracens on their arrival in Spain. In this 
battle, faid by Keating and others to be the firft fought between 
the Tuatha de Danann and the Milefians from Spain, were 
flain O'Niall and Mc. Donnal, both chiefs of the northern Ernai ; 
and alfo the monumental ftones, faid in the above poem to 
have been erected over the graves of the noble warriors, are 
ftill remaining on Mount Cahirconrce^ one of the Sliabhmis 
mountains in the county of Kerry. — (Smith's Kerry, Ulfter 
annals.) But to return, Ptolemy having defcribed the weftern 
eoafts, doubles Notium Prom, and defcribes the fouthern coafta 
on the Vergivian ocean. 
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Ty; t(pily fi&r^fip^ *rXeup«? irtpiyppif V irxpemm okwos Owpyyw (Palat. 

Ovepywwg.) 





Lon. 


Lat. 


MSTCC TO VOTiOV OMpOV 
ttTTTV - 

Aafipummr. 6KJ3oXat 


7 e . 4 o 
ii. 15 


57-45 
57.00 



BtpyOV 7TCT* ik,GcXqw f 



Upov CCKpOV - ~ - 



Lon. Lat. 



12.30 



14.00 



57W 



57-30 



Actfifum. This river Camden thinks is the riV>er Lee or Cork 
river, which is alfo the opinion of Cambrenfis, who calls it 
Saveranus. But it was mod probably the Dubh Riannagh 
and Abham mor of the Irifh ; now Blackwater or Youghal 
river. Dubh Riannagh is pronounced Duvronna, nearly. 

Bptyov, &c. Edit. Pal. Bxpyov. This river appears to be the Abhan 
Barragb or Berbhagb of the Irifh, and the mouth of the pre- 
fent Barrow, at Waterford Haven, agreeable to Ware and moll 
other writers. 

Upov cacpov. The Romans called this the Sacred Promontory, pro- 
bably from fbme religious worfhip performed on it. It was 
called in Irifh Ccan Grian Cradh y now Greenore Point, and by 
Cambrenfis denominated Montem S. DominicL 



Of 
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Of the inhabitants of this coaft, Ptolomy obferves, 

HapoucGwrt le rvpf irXsvpav pc$T& rovz Ous\k&j3opoug Ovrepvoh 
5 T7T6p ov$ Ovo&at* 

KoU OtVC&TOXlKtoTepOt, BpiyCt)PTB£* 

Ovrepvoi'Pal. lovepvtot. Ware thinks them the inhabitants of Def- 
mond. They being denominated Iberni y Iberi^ and yiierni^ 
were mofl probably the Ibh Raragh of the Irifh, the ancient 
inhabitants about Bear Haven, and the fouthern parts of the 
county of Kerry, and a part of the fouthern Ernai. 

Ouodtat* Ware makes thefe the ancient inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of Cork, Limerick and Tipperary. The ancient name of 
this diftridl is loft; they were probably the inhabitants of 
Corcaluighe, containing the fouthern parts of the prefent 
county of Cork, 

JfyiycatTsg. Ware mates thefe the inhabitants of the counties of 
Carlow, Kilkenny, and the Queen's County. But no fuch name 
is mentioned by the Irifh. The Romans therefore probably 
denominated them from their neighbouring river Brigus or 
Bargits, if they did not miflake Brigus for Brigantes, a nation 
in Britain. They feem to be the ancient inhabitants of the 
county of Water ford, called by the Irifh Hy Breoghan^ and the 
inhabitants Breaghnach or Breoghnach^ that is Breathnach or 
Britons. Admitting therefore that they extended farther in- 
lands they might be the aboriginals from Britain.* before the 

arrival 



[ «4 ] 

arriyal of the Ernai^ Heremonti^ and other Gothic tribes. But 
of this there is no certainty. However that the Brcoghnach 
were Britons, is in fome meafure evinced from the mountains 
near which they dwelt in the county of Waterfbrd, being de- 
nominated Cummeragh or Welfh Mountains to this day. 

Of the eaflern coafts Ptolomy thus fpeaks 

AmtoXimis vrXevpocg Kepiyputpyj) % TrapocieeiToci XlcoKeotvog naXou^BVog lovspvtog. 

Lon. Lat. Lon. Lat. 



Mem to tspov ov&pov o 

M.O&OV0V TTOTOlftGV Sufio- 

Xoct - 
M.avo£,7ria, vroXtg 

0/3oK<Z 7T0T, £k(3oXoCI - 

'EfZXocvu TroXig 



14*00 

13.40 

*3>3° 



57-3° 

58.40 
58.40 



13.1a 59.00 
14.0059.30 



BoUOVlVdot 7T0T. SK$oXott - 

l<rcc^vtov ctKpav 
Oviv$6ptog 7T0T* snfSoXui - 

KoyiOL 7T0T* BKJSoXdl 

Ms9 ocg to Poj3oy$tov otx- 

CCZpOU - 



14.49 
15.00 
15.00 
15.20 



59-40 

60.00 

60.15 

60.40 



Mofovov, &c. Ware fuppofes this river to be the prefent Slany, 
and harbour of Wexford ; it was therefore the Abhuin Maidoc 
of the Irifh, 



Mavamu noXig. Neither Camden, Ware, Baxter, or other modern 
writers, have been able to afcertain the true fituation of this 
city, placing it at Waterford, Wexford or Wicklow ; but hav- 
ing 
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ing the fame latitude, and only xe' difference of longitude with 
Modohus, it was moft probably fomewhere on that river. 
Ptolomy has not obtained the real Iiifh name, which was 
Lough Carman, which the Danes of the 9th century tranflated 
into Waesjiord, now Wexford ; and improperly called the city 
of the Manapii, which was Chollle Mantann or Lough Garchon^ 
now Wicklow. 

Ofiotcoc wot enfioXcct. This river flill retains its ancient name, being 
called in Irifh Oboca or Qvoca, and is the prefent river of 
Arklow. 

*Ef3Xcwu iroX%. This city has been fuppofed by Richard of Ciren- 
eefter, Camden, Ware and others, to be Dublin, from the 
idea that Eblana is the fame as Dubhkana. Ptolomy by his 
latitudes places it f of the diftance between the rivers 0/3okc& 
and BovovwScc, that is the Arklow and Boyne rivers, which is 
the real fituation of Rufh harbour. An harbour in former 
ages much frequented by foreign traders. Ptolemy indeed 
doth not mention the city by its real name, but only calls it 
the city of the Blanii. It poffibly may be Dublin, though I 
am rather inclined to think it was near Rufh, perhaps Lufk, 
which is faid to be an ancient city, and ere&ed into a bifhopric 
foon after St. Patrick, and anciently denominated Lufcan, in 
Latin Lufcanum. As to Dublin, the word is probably not of 
Irifh but Teutonic origin, for the Norwegians and Danes who 
fettled in this ifland called it Difiin and Divelin, from whom the 
Iriih denominated it Dubhlean, and the Welch Dittos Dulm 9 but 

[I] the 
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the indigenous name in Irifh was always as at this day Blacli 
or Rallicleath and Balliathcliath. It was therefore moft proba- 
bly founded by fome of the northern nations, but in what 
period uncertain. 

Bovovt$& vox. exficXcv. This river is evidently the Abhan Boand or 
Ahhuin Bouind of the Irifh, the prefent river Boyne y agreeable 
to the affertions of Ware, Camden and others* 

IcrufjLvtov aKpov. Thought by Ware, Camden and Baxter, to be St 
John's Point in the county of Down \ the Irifh. name is now 
loft. 

OvtpSepiog ttot. mpoX&i. Thought by Ware and Baxter to be the 
bay of Carrickfergus, but was rather the Aban Daragb or 
Loch Cuan of the Irifh, the prefent bay of Strangford* 

Aoyio& wot. sxfioXat, Thought by Ware to be Lough Neagh and 
Ban river, and by Baxter Lough Foyle ; but Ptolomy is de~ 
fcribing the eaftern, not the northern coafts. It moft probably 
was the Loch Guts or Bella Fear/ad of the Irifh, the prefent bay 
of Carrickfergus. 

Ptolomy now fpeaks of the people inhabiting the eaftern 
coafts, in doing which he returns, beginning at the north and 
proceeds to the fouthu 

flcepoizovcn 
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TIotpoixov<ri ¥t ryv vXuvpuv ruvTyv percc rovg Pofioy&ovg. 

Aocpvia El'rx Kauxoi 

*¥<p ovg OvoXovvTtot T<p ovg Mctpx^rtot 

ETru feXowtot Eim KoptovSot wrrlp rovg Bptyotvrccg. 

Aa.pvioi y Edit. Pal. Accpivot. Ware thinks thefe were the ancient 
inhabitants of the counties of Londonderry, Antrim and 
Tyrone. They were probably the ancient inhabitants of the 
trifh Dairanii^ Dairecalgaic^ Dal Rieta, Dal na Ruidhe and 
Dalriada^ the fouthern parts of the county of Antrim. Richard 
of Cirencefter places here the Damnii^ who are thought to be 
of Germanic or Gothic origin, though immediately from 
Britain. They might be defcended from the Saxon tribes 
Reudigrii and Dumna. As we find a tribe by the Irifh called 
Rudrici fettled in the counties of Armagh and Monaghan. 

OvoXovvTtot. Thefe feem to be the ancient inhabitants of Ulagh^ 
Uladb or Ulidia^ the prefent county of Down, agreeable to 
Ware and others ; they are alfo thought to be of Gothic 
origin, and fettled here under Ulagb, a Goth or Norwegian, 
fometime before the Chriftian aera. (Vide Harris's Down, 
Keating, &c.) 

BXaviot* Edit. Pal. E&Xcokh.. Thought by Ware and Baxter to be 
the ancient inhabitants of the counties of Meath and Dublin. 
They were the inhabitants of the Irifh Almeanna or Almain y 
containing the maritime cOafts from the Boyne to the Liffey 

[I 2] (vide 
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(vide book of Lecan.) This diftriA was alfo called Acibh 
Leanna^ from whence not improbable the BXawo* of Ptolemy 
and E0\a,vot of Pal There is fome appearance of thefe alfo 
being of Gothic origin ; perhaps defcended from the Almanni* 
a tribe of the Hermionu or Germans (vide Pliny and Tacitus), 
and who were denominated by the Irifh Heremonii and Eiream- 
hoin (vid.€ Keating, O'Conor), 

Kkvkou Thefe are thought by Ware to be the ancient inhabi- 
tants of the counties of Kildare and Wicklow* They were 
the inhabitants of Atha Cuacdhagh or Aiacdii, the maritime 
parts of the county of Dublin fouth of the Liffey (vide book 
of Lecan.) Thefe too are thought by Ware to be of Ger- 
manic origin, and defcendants from the Chaucii^ a tribe of the 
Hermionii, Hecrmanii^ Garmanil or Germans (vide Ortelii The- 
faur Geogr. in Chaucis, et Pliny.) 

Mamma. Ware thinks the£e the ancient inhabitants of the coun- 
ties of Wexford ; they feem to be thofe of Acibh Mantann ox 
Ibh Garchon y a maritime diftri^fc near Wicklow. Camden and 
Ware think them the defcendants of the Belgic Menapii, 

ETra KopwvSot vw&p rovg Bptvcwro^. Thefe are thought by Ware to be 
the ancknt inhabitants of the counties of Cork, Limerick and 
Tipperary, but Ptolemy is {peaking of the eaftern coafts, not 
die fbuthern or midland parts* But what led Ware into this 
miftake was probably reading Ptolemy* After the Coriondii 
above the Brigantes are the inland cities^ inftead of f Afterwards 

the 
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the €®riondii aitove the Brigantes* The inland cities are* They 
were mofl probably the Carimandii of Ibh German^ a maritime 
diftri<5i near Wexford, They were alfo denominated Martmii 
and Moragh) and were probably Britons, for the mountains 
on the weft of the county are denominated in Irifh Sliaih 
Breaghnach or Britifh mountains to this day. 

Thb Iriih called this county, and alfo all the fouth of Leinfter, 
Lagean, and the inhabitants Ligrnanii, who are faid alfo to be 
Heremonit and Gallium or Goillem. They might therefore not 
improbably be of Germanic origin, as the Lygii or Lygmanii 
were a tribe of the Hermionii or Gyllen y in Germany. (Book of 
Lecan* Keating, O'Connor, Pliny, Tacitus* Cluverius, &c) 



Ptolemy having thus finifhed his defcription of the maritime 
coafts, treats of the internal parts as far as then known ; but 
which knowledge extended only to a few cities or the refidence of 
chiefs* • 



IIoAii; It *«n fjLKroyuou 



P/y/a - - - - 

Fa«/3# - - - - 

ManoXiKcy - •* - 



Lon. 



13.00 
12.00 
j 3,00 

11.3° 



Lat 



60.20 

58-54 

59-5 1 
5840 



Er$f>* Piyta - - - 

Aowov - - - - 



Lon. 



11. 00 
12.20 
11.00 



Lat, 

59*30 

5845 
58.10 



¥>yt& 
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Pjyiu. This city is fuppofed by Mercator to be Limerick, and 
by Camden near Logh Ree. By its latitude and longitude 
in Ptolemy's tables, it appears to be Eamania or Eamhan, fitu- 
ated near Armagh, and at prefent called Rath ri Eavan^ or 
the fort of Navan, whofe remains confift of a circular in- 
trenchment of confiderable extent. 

¥m$oi. The latitude of this city is in fome copies $6° 54', but 
as no part of the ifland according to Ptolemy's tables, is in 
fo low a latitude, it is evidently wrong, and other copies 
which have it 58 ° 54 feem to be right. It is juftly by Ware 
and Camden fuppofed to be Reban^ fituated on the Barrow 
near Athy. There are ftill remaining a large rath, and the 
ruins of a caftle, built by Michael Lord of Reban in the reign 
of king John. 

Aapspos. This city is fuppofed by Ware to be Cenanus or Canenus y 
the prefent Kells in the county of Meath. It is evidently 
the celebrated Tara or Teambra^ called alfo Labhradh. On 
the hill of Tara ftill remains fome circular raths and other 
remains of antiquity. 

MotKoXtKov. Mercator and Camden will have this city to be Male 
or Milick on the Shannon, but no fuch name exifts. Baxter 
thinks it Kilkenny. By its fituation according to Ptolemy, 
it was moft probably the Cancora of the Irilh, the capital 
and refidence of the chiefs of Thomond, fituated near Kil- 
laloe, where there ftill remains a large rath or intrenchment. 

Erepa 
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Ergpas Yiym or another Regia. Camden thinks this fituated in 
Lough Derg in the county of Donegal, where St* Patrick's 
purgatory was ; and Camden thinks it Athenry in the county 
of Galway; but from the fituation in Ptolemy's tables it 
feems to be the Croghan of the Lrifh, the ancient capital of 
Conaught, fituated between Boyle and Elphin in the county 
of Rofcommom. There are ftill remaining a rath and an an- 
cient cemetery, called by the natives Rioligh na Rigb. 

Aowov. From Ptolemy's tables, this city and ?utj3e& were not far 
from each other ; yet Camden will have it to be Downpatrick 
in the county of Down ; whilft Ware very juftly thinks it 
Dunnamaes in the Queen's county, the ancient feat of the 
chieftains of Leix, fituated on an ifolated rock, where ftill 
remains the ruins of a caftle built by Lord Pembroke in 1 2 x 6» 
In refpecft to Dunum and Reban there feems an error in Pto- 
lemy's tables, that is, the latitude and longitude of Reban is 
given to Dunum, and vice verfa. 

Tovpvig Edit, PaL Upvtg* According to Richard of Cirencefter there 
were two Ibernia^ one he places on the eaft fide of the Shan- 
non, the other on the Blackwater, the port of Infovenach, 
The former being an inland city was moft probably the 
1&vpvi$ of Ptolemy, and thought by Whitaker to be Cahir near 
BrufF in the county of Limerick, where there ftill remains 
feme raths, cromlece and other monuments of antiquity. 

Ptolomy 
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ProiOMY -.having thus finifhed his deferiptien of both the 
maritime and inland parts of Ireland, fpeaks of the iflands 
which furround it Among which he includes feveral of the 
weftern ifles of Scotland under the name of * J£@ovqx. But I 
fliall only treat of thofe which more properly appertain to 
this ifland, as 



Vixtva - - - 



Lbn. Lat. I , 



IC.40 62.OO 

\ 

& 5. 00 57-40 






Lon. Lat 



15,00 
15.00 



57.30 
59.00 



T?ikm: : This ifland is evidently the Hie of Rachlin or Raghlin the 
Ricnea of Pliny on the coaft of Antrim, 

Mpv Ni}<r^. This is evidently the ifle of Anglefea in Wales, but 
by Ptolemy brought too near Ireland, who calls alfo the ifle 
of Man MovavJx or Movxptvct according to fome MSS. 

EiJpou Edit. Pal. *Ofpou. This is called by Pliny Andros % and by 
Ware is juftly fuppofed to be Btg EH on the coaft of Wex- 
ford. 

Atpiov. Ware juftly fuppbfes thi$ to be Lambey on the coaft of 
the county of Dublin. 



Thus I have endeavoured to explain Ptolemy, in refped to 
his geography of this kingdom* If thefe comments on one of 

the 



